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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

The doc-
trine of
tie Em-
pire's risfots
and func-
tions never
carried out,
infact.

of the school of Bologna and afterwards of the jurists of
France, a poorer able to assert its independence and resist
ecclesiastical pretensions. In the ninth century, Pope
Nicholas the First had himself judged in the famous case
of Teutberga, wife of Lothar, according to the civil law:
in the thirteenth, his successors1 forbade its study, and
the canonists strove to expel it from Europe m. And as
the current of educated opinion among the laity was
beginning, however imperceptibly at first, to set against
sacerdotal tyranny, it followed that the Empire would find
sympathy in any effort it could make to regain its lost
position. Thus the Emperors became, or might have
become had they seen the greatness of the opportunity
and been strong enough to improve it, the exponents and
guides of the political movement, the pioneers, in part at
least, of the Reformation. But the revival came too late
to arrest, if not to adorn, the decline of their office. The
growth of a national sentiment in the several countries of
Europe, which had already gone too far to be arrested,
and was urged on by forces far stronger than the theories
of catholic unity which opposed it, imprinted on the
resistance to papal usurpation, and even on the instincts
of political freedom, that form of narrowly local patriotism
which they long retained and have not yet wholly lost. It
can hardly be said that upon any occasion, except the
gathering of the council of Constance by Sigismund, did
the Emperor appear filling a truly international place. For
the most part he exerted in the politics of Europe no in-
fluence greater than that of other princes. In actual re-
sources he stood below the kings of France and England,
1 Honorius II in 1229 Forbade    more sweeping prohibition,
it to be studied or taught in the        m See  v. Savigny,   History   qf
University of Paris.    Innocent IV    Roman Law in tbe Middle Ages
published some years later a still    voL iii. pp, 81, 34V-347*